
S T I L L  L I F E
P u r i s m  

Learn the art movement Purism and
practice drawing Purism pieces. 

GOA L T E CHN I Q U E

Block-in Shapes
Gauging Lines 

Still Life | Purism 

I N S T R U C T I ON

Purism, a rational and scientific art, began with artists Amédée Ozenfant and Charles-
Eduardo Jeannette (more commonly known as architect Le Corbusier). Purism artists

rejects the idea of modern art being intuitive and expressive; instead, Purism artists sought
to be rational and scientific.

Compare the Expressionism and Purism paintings.
What differences do you notice in the two paintings? 
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Edvard Munch, The Sick Child, oil on canvas, 
 1927.

Le Corbusier, Still Life, oil on canvas, 1921
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Characteristics of Purism Art

Subject matter: everyday objects and machinery

Emphasis on basic geometric forms and angles

Muted and/or restricted color palette 

No perspectival depth.

Purism art usually depicts a collection of everyday items simplified down into its most basic
geometric form and angles. These artists sought to depict the geometric structure of

nature rather than overly embellished objects and people.

Le Corbusier, Still Life , 1920.
 



Compare the two still life paintings.
Note the characteristics of a Purism painting.
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E X AMP L E

© 2020 ShuChih Art Studio

Pieter Claesz, Still-life with Wine Glass and Silver Bowl, oil on panel, 17th century.
 

\Amédée Ozenfant, Still Life, oil on canvas, 1920.,
 



Using block-in shapes and gauging tilts, practice drawing the Purism still life compositions. 
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R E SOUR C E S
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https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art-1010/cubism-early-
abstraction/xdc974a79:purism/a/purism

https://www.theartstory.org/movement/purism/artworks/#pnt_3

https://www.hisour.com/purism-34738/


