STILL LIFE

Positive & Negative Space

GOAL TECHNIQUE

Learn about positive and negative space Positive & Negative Space

and how utilizing it can be helpful in
drawing.

INSTRUCTION

Positive and negative space are the two different areas within a piece’s composition.
Positive space consists of the piece’s subjects while negative space is the space around
and between the subjects. An understanding of positive and negative space will be helpful

in creating balanced compositions and accurately drawing objects.

A popular example of positive and negative
space is Rubin’s Vase. In this optical illusion,
the positive space is the white vase
positioned in the middle of the piece while
the negative space creates portraits of
people. The hard edges of the negative
space activates the space around the vase,
thus, creating an interesting composition.

Rubin’s Vase.

Compare how positive and negative space are used in the following compositions.

Mostly positive space

Mostly negative space Balance of positive & negative space
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Negative space becomes a powerful tool in accurately drawing a subject. The space around
and between an object traces the outline of a subject making it easier to identify
proportions and placement of objects.

Negative

Positive Negative

Positive

Negative

Positive

Example of negative space around and between objects.
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EXAMPLE

Example of drawing the negative space in order to draw a subject.
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PRACTICE

Practice identifying and drawing the negative space of this chair.
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RESOURCES
https://mymodernmet.com/negative-space-definition/

https://thevirtualinstructor.com/positive-and-negative-space.html

https://www.remodelista.com/posts/object-lessons-the-midcentury-ercol-stacking-chair-
reissued/




