Shapes and Structures
Seeing Like An Artist

Remy Duval, Tree Near Arles. Photograph, 12 x 15 3/4" Harry Callahan, Chicago, 1950. Courtesy of
(30 x 40 cm). ©1984 Sotheby Parke Bernet, Inc Pace/MacGill Gallery, New York. Photograph
©Harry Callahan.

Almost everything you see has a main
shape and many smaller shapes.
Sometimes the main shape is similar
to a geometric shape. Geometric
shapes are shown in the center
column of pictures C and E. Can you
find similar shapes in your classroom?

Many shapes in your world are
similar to geometric shapes. Even
natural shapes, such as trees, can be
similar to geometric shapes. For
example, the tree top in picture A is
like half of an oval or ellipse.

Many forms in nature also have a
“skeleton” or structure. You can see
the structure of a tree in the trunk
and branches. Look at the photograph
in picture B. Have you seen trees with
structures like these? G

circle

ellipse
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Q Julie Bozzi, Frontage Road-Fort Worth, Texas, 1982. Watercolor, 3 x 10" (8 x 24 cm). Courtesy of the artist.

In most trees the trunk is much
thicker than the limbs. The limbs
gradually get smaller as they grow
upward and outward. Why is this
structure so common in trees? Where
do you find similar structures? Why?

Look at the painting in picture D.
Can you see how the artist observed
the main shapes of trees and bushes?
Can you find some of the structures
too?

Practice drawing trees and other
things you see. Sketch the main
shapes first. Then sketch the skeleton
and smaller shapes. Add details, such
as textures and leaves, last. These are
steps many artists use for sketching.
Can you explain why?

rectangle
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Value and Texture
Seeing Light and Shadow

W&&?M

Artists study the light and the
shadows on things they see. Light
and shadows help us to know if an
object is flat or round, smooth or
rough.

Look at the photograph in picture
A. Where are the lightest and darkest
areas? Notice the gradual change
from light to dark. How does this
shading help you know the form is
round?
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Georgia O'Keeffe, Drawing IV, 1959. Charcoal, 18 1/2 x 24 1/2" (47 x 62 cm). Collectic
of Whitney Museum of American Art, New York (Gift of Chauncy L. Wadell in honor of Jo

1. H. Baur)

Now look at the rough texture of
the bark. The texture comes from
small patches of shadow that you see
on the bark. The shadows create a
feeling of roughness.

Picture B shows a drawing of a
tree. The artist has shaded the tree
bark so it looks very smooth. She has
also used very gradual changes in
value, or light and dark, to make th
forms look round.



The source of light is on
the left. The shadows
are on the right. What
happens when the
position of the light

changes?
S\

Artists invent ways to suggest
forms and textures in drawings. The
five trees in picture C are shaded in
different ways. Which trees are
shaded to create a smooth texture?
Why are all of the trees darker on
one side and lighter on the other?

Try different ways to draw and
shade objects so the forms show up.
Experiment with ways to suggest
textures. A student made the
drawing in picture D. How did she
draw forms and textures? e Student artwork.
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